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Cyril contributed to a prompt and decisive victory for the Schis-
matic minority with its conciliatory and autonomous tendencies*
After Cyril's death in 1873, his successor was forced to recognize
officially the independence of the Russian Schismatic church,
among whose triumphant adherents there developed the moderate
opinion of the "Circularists." Of the nineteen pre-revolutionary
Schismatic bishoprics existing in Russia, thirteen were controlled
by the "Circularists," while only three belonged to their opponents,
the "Dissenters."
The brief history of the Priestists shows that this religious trend
shared the fate of all moderate courses of action. It could have
developed only along the lines of one of the extremes which it tried
to reconcile. Being a compromise between Orthodoxy and the
Priestless, the Priestists could draw closer either to the established
church, or the more consistent party within the Schism. The agree-
ment with the established church was impeded, however, by the
attitude of the ecclesiastic and secular powers towards the Schism.
Because a reconciliation under existing circumstances could not take
place on terms satisfactory to both sides, it could not be sincere, and,
in the unanimous opinion of both parties, any such serious attempt
would prove a complete failure. An accord with the Priestless was
acceptable only to the most daring. Thus, vacillating between two
extremes and fearing to make a decision, the Priestists were
doomed to move in the vicious circle of old ideas. No inner de-
velopment could produce any significant change, because the re-
sults of this development directly overstepped the boundaries of
the intermediate position. Therefore, to trace the tendency, by
which the advanced religious evolution of the Russian masses was
accomplished, it is necessary to study the history of other trends,
both more radical and consistent.